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University of the Arts London Access Agreement  
 
From the start of the 2006-07 academic year no full-time Home/EU undergraduate 
student will have to pay fees to the University during the period of their course.  
Instead they will, if they wish, be able to take advantage of a fees loan from the 
Student Loans Company and defer payment until after the course has finished and 
they are earning at least £15,000 p.a. (rate current as at August 2006). 
 
University of the Arts London will be raising its fees for all full-time Home/EU first 
degree and foundation degree courses to £3,000 p.a. from 2006-07 but is 
committed to using approximately 25% of the resulting increased fee income to 
support students and aspiring students with the greatest needs.  Of this sum half 
will be allocated to bursaries and the remainder to outreach activities. 
 
There are separate Government support arrangements for part-time students and 
therefore this agreement relates only to full-time students.   
 
The University also offers undergraduate-level full-time Graduate Diploma courses 
(as well as part-time Graduate Certificates). In 2006-07 and 2007-08 a lower tuition 
fee of £2,000 will be charged to Home/EU students on Graduate Diploma courses 
(£1,000 for Graduate Certificates) 
 
Access Bursaries 
 
University of the Arts London is fully committed to increasing the diversity of its 
student body.  As part of this commitment the University will be offering Access 
Bursaries to eligible students from 2006-07.  Eligible UK full-time undergraduate 
students will receive an Access Bursary consisting of £1,000 bursary support for 
each year of their course; i.e. a total of up to £4,000 for four year sandwich degree 
courses, £3,000 for three year degree courses and £2,000 for two year foundation 
degrees.  It is likely that fees will rise in line with inflation each year and if that is 
the case then the level of the bursary available will be reviewed. 
 
All full-time UK students who are assessed by their Local Authority (LA), as eligible 
to receive all or part of the Government’s new non-repayable maintenance grant of 
£2,700  will be able to apply for an Access Bursary of £1,000.  Students who 
receive the £2,700 maintenance grant in full will also be entitled to a £300 
minimum standard bursary provided by the University. As above, levels of bursary 
to be provided will be reviewed annually to take account of inflationary uplifts to fee 
levels and maintenance grants. 
 
Am I eligible for an Access Bursary? 
 
Access Bursaries are intended to contribute towards the living expenses of those 
full-time students from the UK most in financial need and will be offered to students 
who are assessed to receive some or all of the new maintenance grant mentioned 
above and who meet a standard set of criteria. To find out more about what these 
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criteria are please follow this link to our website http://www.arts.ac.uk and click on 
‘Prospective Students’ and then ‘Fees and Money’, but in brief they will be based 
on having little or no family experience of higher education and the area in which 
you live.  
 
How do I apply for fee support or an Access Bursary? 
 
If you are offered a place on a full-time first degree or foundation degree course 
you will be sent an application form on which to apply for an Access Bursary.  If 
you are assessed by your LA as being entitled to the full maintenance grant you 
will not have to apply for the £300 (2006-07) standard  bursary - it will be 
processed automatically.  However in order for your application to be processed 
you will need to ensure that when you apply to your LA for student support you 
complete the section which gives your permission for the University to be sent your 
financial details to help us work out whether you are entitled to a bursary. 
 
If I do not qualify for an Access Bursary, what other support might be 
available? 
 
If you are not successful in your application for an Access Bursary we will 
automatically consider you for an award from the Access to Learning Fund (ALF).  
This is money allocated to universities by the government to provide limited help to 
students experiencing financial hardship.   
 
Other possible sources of financial support available through the University include 
money from educational charities, trusts, foundations and corporations. This type 
of support is sometimes targeted at students in greatest financial need and 
sometimes at specific subject areas depending on the aims, interests and 
requirements of the provider.  Some scholarships are also available to support 
students with outstanding ability. 
 
There are other trusts, charities and foundations external to the University that can 
occasionally provide help to students.  Detailed information about student financial 
support is available from our website http://www.arts.ac.uk (click on Prospective 
Students) and will be provided at open days, through our outreach work and with 
offer letters.  
 
What do we do to encourage and support students from under-represented 
groups? 
 
The University already has a wide range of outreach activities, pre-advice and 
guidance and on-course student support that aim to increase the diversity of the 
University’s successful applicants and support all students in fulfilling their 
potential. 
In particular the University wishes to encourage a significantly greater number of 
applications from students who have not, traditionally, thought of going to 
University.  
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Our extensive outreach programme reaches over 2,500 young people each year 
from primary school age upwards. This work is carried out through all the Colleges 
of the University, the Young@Art programme and the Centres of Vocational 
Excellence (CoVEs) in Fashion and Retail.  Activities include: student ambassador 
programmes, local, regional and national summer schools, external compact 
agreements with feeder FE colleges, weekend and evening classes and a wide 
range of special projects in partnership with schools, colleges and community 
groups.  
 
The University already participates in a number of collaborative activities with 
schools and colleges particularly in areas with the lowest participation in higher 
education.  These collaborative activities currently include Arts Aim Higher in 
London (AAHIL) external compacts with schools and colleges run through the 
CoVES and the Young @ Art programme with schools regionally and nationally.  
Under the terms of this agreement additional funding will be made available to 
expand all of the programmes that are operating in 2006-07 and it will also enable 
the development of new outreach initiatives.  The anticipated increase in outreach 
activity is estimated at between 15% to 40% over a three year period. 
 
Advice and Guidance 
 
As has already been mentioned, not all young people will have thought before 
about going to university and to this end we will be putting in place initiatives that 
will ensure that information is made available to them in as many ways as possible.  
The University will be seeking to encourage interest and to support applications 
from this group in particular by providing mentors and friends from amongst 
existing university students as well as staff.   
 
As we all know support does not end with a successful application.  Pre-entry 
advice and guidance and on course support plays a very important role in ensuring 
that students have a rewarding and successful experience of higher education.  A 
very wide range of support is offered to students with particular emphasis on 
financial information. We will ensure that each of the University’s colleges has the 
appropriate mechanisms in place to provide support to students from the first point 
of contact right through to the completion of their course.  Experience has shown 
that supporting students in this way has made a real difference.  The University 
regularly reviews the effectiveness of its expenditure in all these areas, not least 
through student feedback, and it will prioritise and extend those activities that are 
the most effective in increasing the diversity of its students and supporting their 
success. 
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How will we know if we are succeeding? 
 
Within five years of this agreement our aim is that applications to full-time 
undergraduate courses will reflect more accurately the diversity of the UK 
population and that this increase results in greater diversity of students admitted to 
the University. The measure that we intend to use for this purpose is the socio-
economic status of applicants to our full-time undergraduate courses.  We will set 
targets against which to measure our progress using the data supplied on an 
annual basis by UCAS and we will report the outcome annually.  
 
Preliminary analysis of this data appears to show that the University currently 
attracts 30% of its applicants from socio-economic groups IIIM, IV and V. However, 
not all students complete the relevant question on the UCAS application form and 
we are keen to discuss with UCAS how to encourage more applicants to provide 
this information in order to be able to provide a more robust analysis of the data.  
Subject to this the University will aim to increase the proportion of applicants from 
the lower socio-economic groups by 2% per year for the period of this agreement.  
 
This agreement is concerned with improving the diversity of applications to our full-
time undergraduate courses and as such only forms part of the broader targets and 
measures that the University uses to track its progress in widening participation. 
The University will continue to review these targets and milestones annually.  
 
Our overall aim is that students from all backgrounds are able to fulfil their true 
potential.  
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 Annex 1 
 
Financial advice and guidance to students- 
 
 
Advice and guidance will be provided to students on the following: 
 
♦ Course Fees 
♦ Access to Learning Fund 
♦ Bursaries 
♦ Educational Maintenance Allowance 
♦ Student Loans 
♦ Student banking 
♦ Part-time Working 
♦ Council Tax 
♦ State Benefits 
♦ General Money Management 
 
This information will be available through: 
 
♦ Prospectuses 
♦ Information to schools and the wider community 
♦ Open Days 
♦ The University and college websites 
♦ The pre-arrival guide for students (‘Intro’) 
♦ The student handbook   
♦ Telephone and face-to-face advice and guidance 
♦ Printed guidance booklets on student finance matters and awards 
♦ Funds from charities and trusts 
 
Students who have been made an offer of a place will be sent an application 
form in order to apply for an Access Bursary (and other schemes of support 
e.g. Charity monies, ALF etc).  In principle decisions could then be made and 
notified to the student before they start their course.  Ideally this would be 
before they accept their place although that might be unrealistic given the 
timing of LA assessments. 
 


